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WHEN YOUR PET NEEDS SURGERY

Your pet is in good hands. Veterinary surgery is just as advanced as human surgery.  In fact, many human surgical procedures are first developed through the use of animal research. Although any anesthesia has some risks, recent advances in anesthesia techniques have greatly decreased that risk to your pet.

Most surgery on pets is carried out using general anesthesia agents.  A good medical history, physical examinations, with blood chemistry testing greatly enhances the safety index for your pet during the procedure as well as during the recovery period.  Pet safety is further enhanced using the appropriate state-of-the-art vital sign monitoring equipment during the procedure and recovery.  Our staff will make the appropriate recommendations to you at the time of admission based on our standardized protocols for each individual procedure.  Just as in the case of human surgery, the appropriate blood work may be done prior to admission or at the time of admission.

Much has been learned about pain control in the last few years. We now utilize pain control drugs 200 times more potent than codeine at the time of surgery and routinely recommend pain injections at the time of dismissal from the hospital that will alleviate pain for up to 72 hours after the pet is sent home.  Additional pain injections in 3 days or oral pain medications are also recommended in many cases.

Minimizing risks to your pet is the responsibility of both our staff and you. Your role in your pet’s nursing care cannot be over-emphasized.  It is your responsibility to see that the pet is presented to us properly prepared for surgery, as well as properly “nursed” at home after the procedure.

PREPARATION FOR SURGERY:  (Your home care instructions:)

The night before surgery please:
· Feed your pet its normal diet before 9:00 PM.  Do NOT feed any additional solid food after 9:00 PM to avoid the risk of vomiting while under the influence of anesthesia.

· Provide free-choice water all night long.

· Start oral antibiotics if directed.

The morning surgery is scheduled:
· Remove Free-choice water early in the morning

· Exercise your dog before bringing to the clinic.

· Do NOT allow any food.

· Do NOT give any pain medication

· Give oral antibiotics as directed.

· Adequately restrain your pet at the time of admission.

· Be sure to remind the clinic about any drug allergies or other medical conditions that might be of medical concern at the time of surgery

· Complete the surgical admitting form before or at the time of admission.

· Discuss any concerns and ask any questions you may have.

· Complete our Owner Contact form as we must be sure we have your best possible contact number where you can be reached during the day.

POST-SURGICAL TELEPHONE PROGRESS REPORTS:

Our staff will call you when the pet is out of recovery and schedule the discharge appointment.  Please call the clinic at 3:00 if we have not contacted you. (707) 224-2525

PET DISCHARGE FROM THE HOSPITAL:

 We will discuss the case with you at the time of discharge and provide you with home care instructions. 
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Date: __________          
Pre-Surgery Check-In 

Client:______________________ Pet: ____________________

	Patient History
	Yes
	No



	1. Has your pet had any medications in the past 72 hours? If yes, please list:


	□
	□

	2. Is your pet allergic to any medications? If yes, please list:


	□
	□

	3. Has your pet experienced any recent trauma (i.e. stepped on, hit by car, fallen off porch, slammed in door, fights, etc.)?

If yes, please explain:


	□
	□

	4. Has your pet eaten in the past 10 -12 hours?


	□
	□

	5. Has your pet experienced any dramatic weight loss/gain in the past six months?
	□
	□

	6. Has your pet been coughing, wheezing, sneezing or runny eyes?
	□
	□

	7. Has your pet ever had a seizure?  If yes, please indicate when, frequency & duration.

	□
	□


Other Services Desired While Patient Is Anesthetized
	1. Micro-chipping
	□
	6. Ear cleaning                 □           

7. Pluck ear hair               □
8. Express anal glands     □
9. Potty Shave/ Lion shave/ Tummy shave (please 

circle appropriate type)  
	□

	2. Dental cleaning
	□
	
	□

	3. X-rays
	□
	
	□

	4. Nail trim

5. Other:_______________________
	□
	
	□


Often times, while a pet is being hospitalized or having surgery, the doctor will come across a situation that requires the owners to make immediate decisions regarding treatment changes.  We require that you leave the phone number(s) where we will be able to reach you to discuss any problems that may arise and to decide on the best treatment route.

Phone: Work_________________ Home:________________Cell__________________                                       

Your Best Emergency Contact Number:____________ 

Backup Contact Number:___________________ (person authorized to make decisions)         

Signature of owner or authorized representative:

X_____________________________________________ 






